Immigration

Since it first became a state, California has been the state with the highest

Legal Immigration, 1984-2018 percentage of foreign-born residents. Twenty-seven percent of California
Average People per Year residents in 2019 were born outside of the United States. This is almost
(by county) double the national average of 13.6%, which nearly tripled in the past 50
] 1-795 years. If the number of undocumented immigrants could be accurately
determined, these percentages would be even higher. California’s
[ 796-2,980 percentage of foreign-born population is one of the highest in the world.
29815900 The immigrants to California come from every region of the world. While
B8 5,901-10,620 the largest share of the foreign-born population comes from Mexico and
Bl 10,621-17,360 Central America, Asia has been the leading source of immigrants for the past
Bl 68,438 Los Angeles 10 years.

As the map shows, these new Californians live in every county of the state,
though the greatest number are living in large cities. They work in every
type of job, and many attend schools, colleges, and universities. Immigrants
add to the diversity of people
that make up America’s ever-
growing population.

Image: Immigrants to
California have established
diverse types of neighborhoods
all over the state, such as
Chinatown in San Francisco,
Little Armenia in Los Angeles,
and Little Saigon in San Diego
(pictured here).

Estimated Total Immigrants, 2017
by Region of Birth

Countries with Greater than 100,000 Immigrants

Amount Country Region

4,098,291 Mexico North America
857,414 Philippines South East Asia
783,305 China (excl. Taiwan) East Asia
523,561 Vietnam South East Asia
506,971 India South Central Asia
431,748 El Salvador Central America
327,266 Korea East Asia
219,170 Iran West Asia
185,473 Taiwan East Asia
131,279 United Kingdom Europe
131,692 Canada North Ameria
106,439 Japan East Asia
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Regions represented in different colors, countries with over 100,000 immigrants in bolder color.
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