
 

Atlas Inquiry #2 

Temperature 

Extremes 
 

 

 

 

California is known for having good weather. But some people would be surprised 

to learn how much variety there is in the state. There are some places that get 

very, very hot in the summer. And there are places that get very, very cold in the 

winter.  

We are going to use the maps in the atlas to gather information and respond to 

this question:  

 Where are the hottest and coldest parts of California and what areas 

experience the greatest difference between summer and winter 

temperatures?  

Use the graphic organizer provided to record information you gather from the 

maps.    

   

  

Get access to the atlas and related materials at  

www.calgeography.org  

http://www.calgeography.org/


Atlas Inquiry Note-taking Guide 

 

Inquiry Question:   Where are the hottest and coldest parts of California and what areas experience 

the greatest difference between summer and winter temperatures? 

Supporting questions: 
 
 

Page # 
What types of information or evidence 
do you find on this map? 

What kinds of connections or 
relationships do you see 
between the information on 
these pages? 

How would you answer the 
inquiry question, or what else 
would you want to know to 
answer the inquiry question? 

16 

Hint: Make sure you understand the climograph 
data. 

  

14 

Hint: Try to understand what causes the pattern 
in cold temperatures. 

15 

Hint:  Try to understand what causes the pattern 
in hot temperatures. 

 

Hint: Choose another page and relate the 
pattern on that map to the pattern you observed 
with regard to temperature variation. 


