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 Advancing Geographies of Justice by Removing Offensive Place Names

1. Introduction to the topic of 
offensive place names

2. A conversation with two scholars 
taking action to address the problem

3. Opportunities to learn more, engage with 
your community, and take action

At any time, you can enter your questions 
into the Zoom Q&A!
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Positionality Collage for Thomas Herman

1. Graduated high school 
    in Washington, DC

2. Studied wilderness 
management at New Mexico 

State University

3. Studied children’s 
everyday geographies 

in City Heights, 
San Diego



Photos from: https://nathanharrison.sdsu.edu/harrison.htm 
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Image of 1939 USGS 1:62500 Palomar Mountain map from https://livingatlas.arcgis.com/topomapexplorer/ 
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Image of 1997 USGS 1:24000 Boucher Hill map from https://livingatlas.arcgis.com/topomapexplorer/ 
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https://www.parks.ca.gov/?page_id=30464 
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https://cacgn.ca.gov/
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https://derekalderman.com/ 
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https://docs.google.com/file/d/18njBMdTpisZ0zxNil-3ZVAYev2VcobH1/preview


https://www.nps.gov/orgs/1892/advisory-committee-on-reconciliation-in-place-names.htm 
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https://docs.google.com/file/d/1PrRoQSPVtyS8S6Td6vqGVeu76tIIZ-Ep/preview


https://www.upo.es/area-analisis-economico/en/faculty/teachers/strongDaniel-Oto-Peralias-strong/



https://docs.google.com/file/d/1EJmWXPiidO1KjCa94Stvgqv4TBmR1-PH/preview


https://en.stnameslab.com/american-search-app/ 
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https://docs.google.com/file/d/1i9tPcBPTV22E6O_lod01K0Gx8ULzvFXz/preview
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An uncut version of the interview can be found here 
with additional content addressing:

● Dr. Alderman’s research on place names related to the Civil Rights Movement 
● The influence of Black community advocates on Dr. Alderman’s scholarship
● The connection between place names and the “sociospatial dialectic”
● Ideas for importing results from the place names app into Google Earth

https://youtu.be/gUIXoZbrNOA
https://onlinelibrary.wiley.com/doi/abs/10.1002/9781118568446.eurs0301#:~:text=The%20sociospatial%20dialectic%20conceptualizes%20the,causal%20influence%20over%20those%20processes.
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QUESTIONS OR FEEDBACK?
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What you can do 

Read about the issue, tools for research and 
action, and pathways to reconciliation

Reflect on your experiences and potential biases, 
and learn from open discussions with others

Collect information about your community to raise 
awareness and inform actions
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